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Walsall’s Youth Cabinet Group and UKYP for young people 
aged 11-18.

We are the Youth of Walsall. We are inspired to represent the 

young people in our community. 

We are determined to listen to your views, implement your 

opinions, and empower your voices. We believe you should be 

heard. YOW is a unique group that assembled in 2011 and has 

been involved in many pioneering projects which have made a 

genuine difference to the lives of the young people involved. 

We consist of members ranging from 11 to 18 years old, all of 

which have a drive to ensure that your views are heard, and 

more importantly, acted upon. We are passionate about making 

a positive change in Walsall. In this manifesto we present to you 

some of our action statements.

In this manifesto we present to you some of our action 

statements.
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YOW believes that young people should be happy and 

safe at school as it is a major part of our lives that 

provides so many empowering opportunities. Children 

and young people achieve more when they have a 

positive attitude and outlook towards their education.

Our survey highlights that more than half of the 

respondents are happy to come to school. We are very proud 

of this, because we believe that education is a right for all young 

people, although we can always work to improve this and 

strive to help all children and young people to enjoy school. 

Only 37% thought that their teachers make lessons fun 

and interesting.

Three quarters felt their school gave them useful skills 

and knowledge, which is essential for their future. We 

are very pleased with this outcome.

YOUR SCHOOL

More than half are 
happy to come to 

school.

Three quarters felt 
their school gave 

them useful skills and 
knowledge.
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From our survey we would like to 

concentrate on how schools deal 

with bullying more effectively.

Statistics show that more than half 

surveyed believed that bullying 

strategies could be improved.

More than half 
said bullying 

strategies could be 
improved.

The activate against 
hate tool-kit will be 

used to assist and support 
teachers and pupils to 

deal with bullying more 
effectively.

The prevention of bullying will always be a key issue for 

young people; we believe that prevention is the best 

course of action. We will do this by identifying the 

causes of bullying and so combat intimidating 

behaviour.

As a group, we are passionate about making 

positive change and we will use our knowledge 

and resources, including our very own Activate 

Tool-kit to assist and support teachers and pupils 

to deal with bullying more effectively.

This will continue to increase the number of young 

people who feel comfortable coming into school.

We, as young people, understand the significance of school in young people’s lives. 

This is why we are willing to strive for a happy learning environment for all young 

people across Walsall:

An environment 
where young people 
feel free to express 

their opinions.

Are listened 
to...

Their views are acted 
upon by young people 
and change making 
groups such as YOW.

Page 3



YOW believe that the young people of Walsall should be 

equipped for the future. There are a multitude of ways 

that we can do this, through schools, careers advice, 

family planning and youth support. Our vision is 

one where every young person in the borough 

feels prepared for the world, family life and 

transition into adulthood, including further 

education.

Our survey highlighted a very positive 

statistic, the fact that 94% of young people 

had a good idea of what they wanted to do 

post-education. However, while the young 

people have positive aspirations for their 

future, many lack clear advice on which is the 

correct path to take to their desired goal. Around 

half of young people that completed the survey 

believed that they would benefit from jobs advice, CV 

writing and interview practice.

YOUR FUTURE

94% of young people 
have an idea of what 
they wanted to in do 

post-education.
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As a group, we are committed to preparing young people for the future. 

We have chosen to prioritise these issues and develop strategies that 

can informing young people on how to make decisions about their future 

career. We want to help tackle barriers that young people, who want 

to go to university, face when making that decision. We want to help in 

instilling confidence in young people so they can fulfil their full potential. 

The statistic that 55% said university ‘isn’t for me’ was discouraging 

because young people no longer feel that university is not an opportunity 

for them, because of for example, tuition fees.

We want to 
help in instilling 

confidence in young 
people so they can 

fulfil their full 
potential

We aim to raise awareness of 

opportunities for all young people 

across Walsall and believe 

we have the knowledge and 

platform to create a community 

of young people who are able 

to access enough resources and 

information to feel secure and 

certain on their future.
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YOW believes that the health of young people is paramount to their development 

and future success. Therefore after analysing the results of our survey we were 

concerned that...

HEALTH

48% of young
people who have

smoked a cigarette
haven’t stopped.

Smoking, Drugs and Alcohol

19% of those 
young people 

still smoke every 
day

&

THE ACTION
 PLAN

We feel that these statistics emphasise the lack of knowledge and support 

provided to young people, and this is something we hope to change over the 

coming years. We will strive to include more activities within our tool-kits, 

which will highlight the danger these substances can have in their lives. We 

will do this by carrying out awareness days to deliver interactive and engaging 

sessions to young people across Walsall.
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92% of young 
people engage 

in some form of 
exercise

The survey showed that 92% of young people 

engage in some form of exercise. We believe this 

is a very positive result as it portrays a healthy 

community, so we hope to keep this positive 

momentum going by publicising park runs and 

health related events.

Exercise
HEALTH
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For YOW, having your say within your local community and getting 

involved is increasing as more young people feel like their voice has a 

major influence of decisions being made. For example 80% of young people 

believe that their views can make a significance difference in their school 

and 69% in their local area. We know this is important as it will not only 

benefit them, it also shows they are willing to support and get involved 

with further engagement in order to obtain the fair perspective of young 

people concerning the issues they face.

However, it is worrying that 66% of young people are not involved in any 

form of youth voice, which means that 66% are not having their voice 

heard. We hope to change this by reaching out to more youth clubs and 

schools in order to show them their voices do matter and they can make a 

difference. We will use our flyers and posters to offer them opportunities 

to get involved in YOW and we aim to have at least one member from each 

secondary school on YOW.

HAVING YOUR SAY!
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YOW found that 50% of young people did not take part 

in positive activities. A reason for this could be that 

it was not their thing. However, 83% of those who 

have participated in a positive activity said they 

had fun.

38% of young people expressed an interest 

in charity work or volunteering in our survey, 

though young people were not sure about where 

to go for opportunities like volunteer work. 

However, 32% of those who took part in similar 

activities said they learned new skills. 

We believe that all young people deserve equal opportunities 

to take part in positive activities they are passionate about. We will aim 

to advertise more positive activities by going to schools and youth centres.  

We will also reach out to young people during the school holidays by 

promoting workshops and taster activities.

POSITIVE ACTIVITIES

Young people should 
be able to access and 

take part in activities they 
are passionate about 

Without Barriers.
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After learning that 65% of young people do not feel 

safe in Walsall Town Centre after dark, we would like 

to feed this back to our Youth Police and Crime 

Commissioners who could integrate this into the 

Police and Crime Plan. For the 14% who have 

considered carrying a weapon, we plan to get a 

knife bin where young people who are carrying 

weapons can dispose of them before they cause 

harm to others. 

The most common types of crime affecting young 

people were burglary, theft, assault and verbal 

abuse. YOW will feedback to the Youth and Crime 

Commissioners who can begin to make change. 

CRIME & SAFETY

65% of young 
people do not feel 

safe in Walsall Town 
Centre after dark.
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It is concerning that 27% of young people would like a 

different life to what they have now. With the help of SIT  

(Safeguarding Involvement Team), which is run by young 

people, we can work with schools to help improve this feeling 

of lack of happiness with their lives. We also want to work 

with schools to help reduce the pressure and offer different 

options available to students. 

Weight and appearance was an issue for 28% of young 

people, we would like to tackle this by doing projects around 

body image and stereotypes within the media.

UK Youth Parliament are taking part in a nationwide 

campaign called ‘Mind The Gap’. This campaign involves 

Members of Youth Parliament mapping the mental health 

services in their area. This information will then be handed 

over to the necessary minister in government. By doing this, 

UK Youth Parliament can strive to improve the mental health 

services that are available to young people nationwide to help 

them in their time of need.

FEELINGS  & WELLBEING

36% of young 
people are worried 
about what to do 
post-compulsory 

education.
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27% of young 
people would like a 
different life to what 

they have now.

Weight and 
appearance was 

an issue for 28% of 
young people.

48% of young 
people were worried 
about school work 

and exams.



Page 13

OUR EXPERIENCES

“My name is Charlie Graver. There are over seven billion people on this 

planet, but less than 1% of the world have the power to make a real 

change. This is not an injustice, it is reality. I didn’t join ‘Youth of Walsall’ 

for miraculous transformations, but to help mobilise a voice that people 

seemingly want to hear, yet fail to act upon.”

Charlie Graver - Youth PCC

“Hello, I am Charlotte, a Media Graduate and I run all things social 

media for Youth of Walsall (since 2015). I first joined YOW because I 

wanted to have a voice on issues that impact young people. I am really 

keen to link up organisations and individuals with YOW and engage our 

online communities in what we do on a regular basis.”

Media Officer - Charlotte Gough

“Hi everyone!! My name is Joe and my job is to make sure everyone is 

happy and having the best time ever! Well... I mean that’s not my actual 

job title (thats Media Offcier) but I like to think I can make people happy 

anyway!”

Joseph Holdsworth - Media Officer



“Hi, my name’s Chloe, I’m 17 and I currently attend QMGS where I study 

Biology, Chemistry and Maths. I joined Youth of Walsall so that I would 

be able to make a difference within my community, to learn more about 

issues within my local area and to meet and work with other people with 

the same goal as me. I believe young people are overlooked and their 

voices aren’t heard, and groups like this enable us to have a voice.“

YOW Member - Chloe

“Hi, my name’s Lydia; I’m 16 and attend QMGS sixth form. I joined Youth 

of Walsall to further my knowledge of current, trending issues within my 

local area to help provoke a positive change within the bright community 

of Walsall. I hope to work alongside like-minded young people to 

campaign for a kinder, safer and friendlier Walsall.”

YOW Member - Lydia 
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OUR EXPERIENCES

“The name’s Vicdeep Cheema, I’m 17 years old, and I’m a sixth form 

student at Queen Mary’s Grammar School where I study Biology, 

Chemistry, Physics. I joined Youth Of Walsall because I want to make an 

impact on my local area, and help tackle key issues in Walsall.”

Vicdeep - YOW Member



Since the start of the Youth of Walsall, we 
have strived to make Walsall a better place for 
children and young people because we believe 
that young people deserve a safe, nurturing 
and enjoyable environment. We aim to 
continue the great work we have been doing. 

If you are interested in our work and would 
like to find out more, you can visit our website 
or contact us using any of the information 
below. 

CONCLUSION
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Twitter:
@youthofwalsall

Facebook:
@youthofwalsall

Phone:
01922 123 456

Email:
youthofwalsall@hotmail.com

Website:
youthofwalsall.co.uk



‘Empowering 
Young People’
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